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it inftru&s the fcholar in the various methods of difcovering 
and refelling the fubtil tricks of fophifters. Watts. 

To REFE 7 R. v . a. [ refero , Lat. referer, Fr.j 

t. To difmifs fur information or judgment. 

Thofe caufes the divine hiftorian refers us to, and not to 
any produdtions out of nothing. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

2. To betake for decifion. 

The heir of his kingdom hath referred herfelf unto a poor, 
but worthy gentleman. Sbakefp. Cymbeline. 

3. To reduce to, as to the ultimate end. 

You profefs and pradtife to refer all things to yourfelf. Bac. 

4. To reduce, as to a clafs. 

The falts, predominant in quick lime, we refer rather to 
lixiviate, than acid. Boyle on Colours. 

To Refer, v. n. To refpedt; to have relation. 

Of thofe places, that refer to the (hutting and opening the 
abyfs, I take notice of that in Job. Burnet. 

Referee 7 . n.J. [from refer. J One to whom any thing is 

referred. 

Referees and arbitrators feldom forget themfelves. UEftr. 

Reference, n. f [from refer .] 

1. Relation; refpedf ; view towards ; allufion to. 

The knowledge of that which man is in reference unto him- 
felf and other things in relation unto man, I may term the 
mother of all thofe principles, which are decrees in that law 
of nature, whereby human adbions are framed. Hooker . 

Jupiter was the foil of Aither and Dies ; fo called, becaufe 
the one had reference to his celeftial conditions, the other di(- 
covered his natural virtues. Raleigh's Hifiory of the World. 

Chriftian religion commands fobriety, temperance and mo¬ 
deration, in reference to our appetites and paffions. Tillotfon . 

2. Difmiflion to another tribunal. 

It palled in England without the lead reference hither. Siv. 

Refere 7 nd ar y . n.f [ referendus , Lat.] One to whole deci- 
llon any thing is referred. 

In fuits, it is good to refer to fome friend of truft; but let 
him chufe well his referendaries. Bacon's EJJays . 

To Referme 7 nt, v. a. [re and ferment .] To ferment anew. 

Th’ admitted nitre agitates the flood. 

Revives its fire, and referments the blood. Blackmore. 

Refe 7 rriele. adj . [from refer.'] Capable of being confideretl, 

as in relation to fomething elfe. 

Unto God all parts of time are alike, unto whom none are 
inferrible , and all things prefent, unto whom nothing is pad 
or to come, but who is the lame yederday, to-day and to¬ 
morrow. Brown s Vulgar Err ours. 

To REFI'NE. v. a. [r a finer, Fr.] 

1. To purify ; to clear from drofs and recrement. 

• I will refine them as diver is refined, and will try them as 
gold is tried. Zecb. xiii. 9. 

Weigh ev’ry word, and ev’ry thought refine. Anon. 
The red Dutch currant yields a rich juice, to be diluted 
with a quantity of water boiled with refined fugar. Mortimer . 

2. To make elegant; to polifh ; to make accurate. 

Queen Elizabeth’s time was a golden age for a world of re¬ 
fined wits, who honoured poefy with their pens. Penchant. 

Love refines the thoughts, and hath his feat 
In reafon. Milton. 

The fame traditional floth, which renders the bodies of 
children, born from wealthy parents, weak, may perhaps 
refine their fpirits. Swift. 

To Refi'ne. v. n. 


1. To improve in point of accuracy or delicacy. 

Chaucer refined on Boccace, and mended dories. Drydcn. 

Let a lord but own the happy lines; 

How the wit brightens, how the fenfe refines ! Pope. 

2. To grow pure. . 

The pure limpid dream, when foul with flams, 

Works itfelf clear, and as it runs refines. Addifion. 

3. To affeft nicety. . . 

Fie makes another paragraph about our refining in controvcr- 

fv, and coming nearer Hill to the church of Rome. Atterbury. 

Refi nedlv. adv. [from refine .] W ith affected elegance. 

Will any dog ' . 

Refmedh leave his bitches and his bones. 

To turn a wheel ? &ryitn. 

Refinement, n. J. [from refine.'] , 

1. The a£l of purifying, by clearing any thing from drofs and 

recrementitious matter. , r 

The more bodies are of kin to fpint in fubtilty and refine¬ 
ment , the more diffufive are they. ± °rns. 

2 . Improvement in elegance or purity. , . . 

From the civil war to this time, I doubt whethei the coi - 
ruptions in our language have not equalled its refinement *. 4 10. 
9. Artificial practice. 

The rules religion prescribes arc more fuccefsml in pu.bJidc 
and private affairs,than the refinements of irregular cunning. Rog. 

a , Affectation of elegant improvement. . . 

The flirts about town had adefign to leave us in the lurch, 
by fome of their late refinements. Addifon's Guardian. 

Refiner, n. f [from refine.] 

j. Purifier ; one who clears from drofs or recrement. 

The refiners of iron obferve, that that iron done is hardeit 
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to melt, which is fulled of metal ; and that eafieft, which 
hath mod drofs. Bacon's Phyfical Remains. 

2. Improver in elegance. 

As they have been the great refiners of our language, fo it 
hath been my chief ambition to imitate them. Swift . 

o. Inventor of fuperfluous fubtilties. 

No men fee lefs of the truth of things, than thefe great 
refiners upon incidents, who are fo wonderfully fubtle, and 
over wife in their conceptions. Addifion s Spectator, N 9 170. 

Some refiners pretend to argue for the ufefulnefs of parties 
in fuch a government as ours. Swift . 

To Ref Ft. v. a. [refiait , Fr. re and fit. J 'Fo repair; to re- 
ftore after damage. 

He will not allow that there are any fuch figns of art in the 
make of the prefent globe, or that there was fo great care 
taken in the refitting of it up again at the deluge. JVoodw. 

Permit our (hips a {belter on your {hoars, 

Refitted from your woods with planks and oars. Dryden. 
To REFLECT, v. a. [reflechir, Fr. reflcCto, Lat.] ' To 
throw back. 


We, his gather’d beams 
Reflected, may witlF matter fere foment. 

Bodies clofe together reflect their own colour. 

To Refle ct, v. n. 

x. To throw back light. 

In dead men’s fculls, and in thofe holes, 

Where eyes did once inhabit, there were crept, 

As ’twere in fcorn of eyes, reflecting gems. 

2. To bend back. 

Inanimate matter moves always in a ftraight line, and never 
reflects in an angle, nor bends in a circle, which is a conti¬ 
nual reflection, unlefs either by fome external impulfe, or by 
an intrinfick principle of gravity. Bentley s Sermons. 

3. To throw back the thoughts upon the pall or on themfelves. 

The imagination calls thoughts in our way, and forces the 
underftanding to reflect upon them. Dupfa. 

In every action reflect upon the end ; and in your under¬ 
taking it, conlider why you do it. Taylor. 

Who faith, who could fuch ill events expect ? 

With fliame on his own counfels doth reflect. Denham. 
When men are grown up, and reflect on their own minds, 
they cannot find any thing more ancient there, than thofe 
opinions which were taught them before their memory began 
to keep a regifter oi their actions. Locke. 

It is hard, that any part of my land fliould be fettled upon 
one who has ufed me lo ill; and yet I could not fee a (prig 
of any bough of this whole walk of trees, but I fliould re¬ 
flect upon her and her feverity. Addifion s Spectator. 

Let the king difmifs his woes. 

Reflecting on her fair renown ; 

And take the cyprefs from his brows, 

To put his wonted laurels on. Prior . 

4. To conlider attentively. | 

Into myfelf my reafon’s eye I turn’d ; 

And as I "much reflected, much I mourn’d. Prior. 

5. To throw reproach or cepfure. 

Neither do I reflect in the leaft upon the memory of his 
late majefty, whom I entirely acquit of any imputation. Sw. 

6. To bring reproach. 

Errors of wives refiecl on hufbands ftill. Dryden . 

Refle 7 CT£,NT. adj. [refieclens , Lat.] Bending back ; flying 
back 

The ray defeendent, and the ray refieCient , flying with fo 
great a (peed, that the air between them cannot take a formal 
play any way, before the beams of the light be on both (ides 
of it; "it follows, that, according to the nature of humid 
things, it muft firft only fweil. Digby on the Sotti 

Reflection, n.fl. [from reflect : thence I think reflexion lefs 
proper: reflexion, Fr. reflexus, Lat.] 

J. The a( 3 : of throwing back. 

The eye fees not itfelf. 

But by reflection from other things. Sbakeflp. Julius Caflar. 
If the fun’s light confifted but of one fort of rays, there 
would he but one colour, and it would be inipoiiible to pro¬ 
duce any new by reflections or reiracfions. Cheyne. 

2. The abb of bending back. _ _ ' 

Inanimate matter moves always in a ftraight line, nor ever 
refle£ts in an angle or circle, which is a continual reflection, 
unlefs by fome external impulfe. Bentley s Sermons- 

3. That which is reflected. 

She {hines not upon fools, left the reflection fliould hurt 
her. Sbakefp. Cymbelitfe- 

As the fun in water we can bear, 

Yet not the fun, but his reflection there ; 

So let us view her here, in what file was. 

And take her image in this watry glafs. Dryden. 

4. Thought thrown back upon the paft. 

The three firft parts I dedicate to my old friends, to tan^ 
ofF thofe melancholy reflections , which the lenls o» jj§ e ’ 

. firmity and death may give them. ^ >cn al ‘ 

This dreadful image fo poflefs’d her mind, 

* She ceas’d all farther hope ; and now began 

To make reflection on th’ unhappy man. Job’s 


Milton * 
Dryden. 


Sbakefp, 
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Tob’s reflections on his once flourifliing eftate, did at the 
fame time afflict and encourage him. . Atterbury. 

What wounding reproaches of foul muft he feel, from tiie 
reflections on his own ingratitude. Rogers i Sermons. 

The action of the mind upon itfelf. 

Reflection is the perception of the operations of our own 

minds within us, as it is employed about the ideas it has 

Locke. 

got. 

6. Attentive conflderation. . 

This delight grows and improves under thought and re¬ 
flation ; and while it exercifes, does alfo endear itieif to the 
mind ; at the fame time employing and inflaming the medi- 
tations. South ' s Armans. 

7, Cenfure. . 

He dy’d ; and oh ! may no reflection lhed 

Its pois’nous venom on the royal dead. 

Refle'ctive. adj. [from reflect .] 

1. Throwing back images. _• \ 

When the weary king gave place to night. 

His beams he to his royal brother lent. 

And fo {hone ftill in his reflective light. Dryden. 

In the reflective ftream the fighing bride _ I 

Viewing her charms impair’d, abafh’d fliall hide 

Her penfive head. 

2. Confidering things paft; confidering the operations of the 

mind. 

Forc’d by reflective reafon I confefs. 

That human fcience is uncertain guefs. Prior. 

Reflf/ctor. n.fl. [from reflect.] Confiderer. 

There is fcarce any thing that nature has made, or that 
men do fuffer, whence the devout refiettor cannot take an oc- 
cafion of an afpiring meditation. Boyle on Colours. 

Refle'x. adj. [r^fiexus, Lat.] Dire&ed backward. 

The motions of my mind are as obvious to the reflex a£t 
of the foul, or the turning of the intellectual eye inward upon 
its own aCtions, as the paflions of my fenfe are obvious to my 
fenfe ; I fee the objeCI, and I perceive that I fee it. Hale. 

The order and beauty of the inanimate parts of the world, 
the difcernible ends of them do evince by a reflex argument, 
that it is the worlcmanfhip, not of blind mechanifm or blinder 
chance, but of an intelligent and benign agent. Bentley . 

Reel f/x. n.f [reflexus, Lat.] Reflection. 

There was no other way for angels to fin, but by reflex oi 
their underftandings upon themfelves. Hooker. 

I’ll fay yon gray is not the morning’s eye, 

’Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia’s brow. Sbakefp . 

ReflexibFlity. n.f [from reflexible.] The quality of being 
reflexiblc. 

Reflexibility of rays Js their difpofltion to be reflected or 
turned back into the fame medium from any other medium, 
upon whole furface they fall ; and rays are more or lefs re- 
flexible, which are turned back more or lefs eafily. Newton. 

Refle'xible. adj. [iron*reflexus, Lat.] Capable to be thrown 
back. 

Sir Ifaac Newton has demonftrated, by convincing experi¬ 
ments, that the light of the fun confifts of rays differently 
refrangible and reflexible; and that thofe rays are differently 
. reflexible, that are differently refrangible. Cheyne . 

Refle'xive. adj. [reflexus, Lat.] Having refpeCt to fomething 
paff. 

That aflurance reflexive cannot be a divine faith, but at the 
moff an human, yet fuch as perhaps I may have no doubt¬ 
ing mixed with. Hammond's Pradical Catechifm. 

Refle 7 xively. adv. from reflexive.] In a backward direction. 
Solomon tells us life and death are in the power of the 
tongue, and that not only direCtly in regard of the good or ill 
we may do to others, but reflexively alfo, in refped of what 
may rebound to ourfelves. Government of the Tongue . 

Refloa f [re and float.] Ebb ; reflux. 

1 he main float and i‘efoat of the fea, is by confent of 
tae univerfe, as part of the diurnal motion. Bacon . 

To Reflou'rish. v. a. [re and flourijh .] To flourilh anew." 

Virtue given for loli 

Revives, reflourijhes, then vigorous moft. 

When moft unadtive deem’d. Milton’s Agonifles. 

1 o Re FLO w, V. n [refluer, hr. re and flow.] To flow back. 

Keflu ENT. adj. [refluens, Lat.] Running back; flowing 
back. 0 

The liver receives the refluent blood almoft from all the 

parts of the abdomen. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

1 ell, by what paths, 

Lack to the fountain s head the fea conveys 

"/«««' rivers, and the land repays. Blackmore. 

Keflu x. n. fl. [reflux, Fr. refluxus, Lat.] Backward courfe 
of water. 

Befides 

Mine own that ’bide upon me, all from me 

dhall with a fierce reflux on me redound. Milton 

The variety of the flux and reflux of Euripus, or whether 

vertfflhT d ° Cbb and fl ° W feVCn times a da 7 ’ is mcontra- 

i> U , Brown’s Vulgar Err ours 

^ Reftoration of ftrength 
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To REFO'RM. v. a. [reformo, Lat. reformer, Fr.J To 
change from worfe to better. 

A fed in England, following the very fame rule of policy, 
feeketh to reform even the French reformation, and purge out 
from thence alfo dregs of popery. Hooker, o. iv.fi 8. 

Seat worthier of Gods, was built 

With fecond thoughts, i eforming what Was old. Milton • 

May no fuch florm 

Fall on our times, where ruin muft reform. Denham. 

Now low’ring looks prefage approaching Harms, 

And now prevailing love her face reforms. Dryden. 

One cannot attempt the perfect refor?ning the languages of 
the world, without rendering himfelf ridiculous. Locke . 

The example alone of a vicious prince will corrupt an age ; 
but that of a good one will not reform it. Swift . 

To Refo'rm. v. n. To make a change from worfe to better. 

Was his doCtrine of the mafs ftruck out in this con¬ 
flict ? or did it give him occafion of rcfor??iing in this 
point ? Atterbury * 

REFO'RM. n . f [French.] Reformation. 

Reformation, n.f [refonnation, Fr. from reform.] 

1. Change from worfe to better. 

Never came reformation in a flood 

With fuch a heady current, fcow’ring faults ; 

Nor ever Hydra-headed wilfulnefs 

So foon did lofe his feat, as in this king. Sbakefp. Henry V* 
Satire 1 allies vice into reformation . Dryden . 

The pagan converts mention this great reformation of thofe 
who had been the greateft Tinners, with that fudden and fur- 
priflng change, which the chriftian religion made in the lives 
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of the moft profligate. 


Addifion . 


2. The change of religion from the corruptions of popery to 
its primitive date. 

The burden of the reformation lay on Luther’s (houlders. 

Atterbury « 

Refo'rmer. n.f [from reform.] 

1. One who makes a change for the better ; an amender. 

Publick reformers had need firft praCHfe that on their own 
hearts, which they purpofe to try on others. King Charles . 

The complaint * is more general, than the endeavours to 
redrefs it: Abroad every man would be a reformer, how very 
few at home. Sprat's Sermons » 

It was honour enough, to behold the Englifih churches 
reformed; that is, delivered from the reformers. South . 

2. Thofe who changed religion from popifh corruptions and in¬ 
novations. 

Our firft reformers were famous Confeflors and martyrs all 
over the world. Bacon . 

To REFRA'C F. v. a. [refradius, Lat.] To break the na¬ 
tural courfe of rays. 

If its angle of incidence be large, and the refraCtive power 
of the medium not very ftrong to throw it far from the per¬ 
pendicular, it will be ref rafted. Cheyne's Phil. Princ. 

Rays of light are urged by the refrafting media. Cheyne . 

Ref rafted from yon eaftern cloud, 

The grand ethereal bow (hoots up. Thomfon * 

Refraction, n.f. [refraftion, Fr.] 

Rcfraftion, in general, is the incurvation or change of de¬ 
termination in the body moved, which happens to it whilft 
it enters or penetrates any medium : in dioptricks, it is the 
variation of a ray of light from that right line, which it would 
have pafied on in, had not the denfity of the medium turned 

11 afldc - . ' Harris. 

Rcfraftion, out of the rarer medium into the denier is 
made towards the perpendicular. Newton's Optlks. 

Refra'ctive. adj. [from refradf.] Having the power of re¬ 
fraction. 

Thofe fuperficies of tranfparent bodies refle<ft the greateft 
quantity ot light, which have the greateft refraaino- power ; 
that is, which intercede mediums that differ moff in their 
refraftive denfities. Newton's Opticks. 

Refractories, n.f [from ref raft o'y.] Sullen obftinacy. 

1 did never allow any man’s refraftorinefs againft the pri¬ 
vileges and orders of the houfes. *King Charles. 

Great complaint was made by the prefbyterian gang, of my 

r,F Padiament ’ s order ’ Saunderfon . 

f adj% l. rc f ra dlaire, Fr. ref aftarius, Lat. and 

£ nri! ^ i bC n re f ra f ar y* It is now accented on the 
nrit lyllable, but by Shakejpearc on the fecond.1 Obftinate - 
perverfe; contumacious. ~ * 

1 here is a law in each well-order’d nation. 

To curb thofe raging appetites that are 

Mod difobedient and refirnftorv. 1 a, 

forT JUgh h n Wn feaman ’ bein S brought before a wife juftice 
for fome m.fdemeanor, was by him ordered to be f en t awav 

o prifon, and was refractory after he heard his doom info 

much as he would not ftir a foot from the place whe e he 

a wli-c pC 6, " was t0 fta,,d wh T he “j •'“> » 

* J&rzlr .rt’j 

and ends in^a refractory fidlennW,^ S ‘° W8 

Refraftory 







































































































































































































